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Del. Danica Roem takes a seat during the Virginia House of Delegates session’s first day. Roem became Virginia’s first openly transgender person to win elective office. 


he Virginian-Pilot 


Wiad Our 153rd year | 01.17.18 | $1in Hampton Roads; $1.50 in outlying areas 


Developer sues 


Beach for 140M 
Over nixed arena 


City rejected proposed project months ago, saying the 
company didn't get its financing in place by deadline 


Ready for 
Round 2? 


Flakes will fall again 
in Hampton Roads, 
but it won't be like 
the last snowstorm 
By Amir Vera 


and Lee Tolliver 
The Virginian-Pilot 


The region is bracing for 
round two of snow. 

Light snow may appear 
as soon as 7 a.m. today, but 
accumulation should start 
around 10 a.m. to noon, ac- 
cording to National Weather 
Service meteorologist Lar- 
ry Brown. 

“It'll be nothing like the 
storm a couple of weeks ago, 
that’s for sure,” Brown said. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice is predicting 1 to 3 inch- 
es in southeastern Virginia 
and northeastern North Car- 
olina - with higher totals in- 
land, especially North Car- 
olina, where a winter storm 
warning has been issued for 
parts of the state southwest 
of Ahoskie. A winter weath- 
er advisory is in effect for 
all of southeastern Virginia 
and northeastern North Car- 


olina through 9 p.m. 

See SNOW, PAGE 7 
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Highs in the 30s. Ning 

Lows near 20. Uv 


Details on the back page of Sports 


BATTLE OVER DACA 
COULD FALL INTO 
JUSTICES HANDS 


Justice Department, fighting 
program for immigrants brought 
illegally to U.S. as kids, appeals 
to Supreme Court 
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Norfolk settles lawsuit for 
$157,500 with ex-employee 
who says he was fired for 
raising ethical concerns 
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Local athletes are 
leaving the area in 
search of exposure 


Sports 
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the deal fell apart 


The Virginia Beach City Council 

voted 9-1 to call off its deal with Mid- 
Atlantic Arena to build an arena on 

city land. The city said the developer 
did not close on a $150 million loan 

and failed to prove it had $70 million in 
investment money by a Nov. 7 deadline. 


the developer’s argument 


Mid-Atlantic Arena said it delivered the 
loan documents on time and that the 
contract did not require the developer 
to have the $70 million in the bank. 

The city caused “a substantial waste 
of time, money, goodwill and other 
resources” the lawsuit said. 


By Alissa Skelton | The Virginian-Pilot 
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suing Virginia Beach for $140 million, claiming that the city damaged 


[ss DEVELOPER that planned to build an arena near the Oceanfront is 


its reputation by pulling out of the project. 


Mid-Atlantic Arena filed the law- 
suit in Virginia Beach Circuit Court 
on Tuesday. 

The City Council voted 9-1 two 
months ago to call off the deal if Mid- 
Atlantic did not honor its agreement 
to get financing in place by a Nov. 7 
deadline. The city has said the com- 
pany failed to close on a $150 million 
loan or prove it had $70 million in in- 
vestment money. 

In the lawsuit, Mid-Atlantic argued 
that it delivered the loan documents 
on time and that the contract did not 
require the developer to have the $70 
million in the bank. It also said that it 


had deposited “tens of millions in eq- 
uity” into an escrow account. 

“The city pulled the rug out from un- 
der the developer, causing a substan- 
tial waste of time, money, goodwill and 
other resources,” according to the suit. 

“Making matters worse, the city im- 
mediately embarked on a public rela- 
tions campaign to wrongfully blame 
the developer for the arena’s demise ina 
blatant effort to control the narrative in 
the media and divert the public’s atten- 
tion from the city’s wrongful conduct.” 

Since the city voided the deal, the 


See ARENA, PAGE 11 


For Danica Roem, 
it was a whirlwind 
campaign. Now the 
real work begins. 


THE MANASSAS DEMOCRAT, Virginia’s first 
openly transgender lawmaker, is working on 
a bill to increase government transparency. 


By Diana Dombrowski 
and Rebecca Carballo 
For The Virginian-Pilot 


RICHMOND 

The walls in Del. Dani- 
ca Roem’s new office were 
empty, but her schedule was 
not. 

Move-in day for legisla- 
tors was Monday, and Roem 
had just 12 free minutes to 
describe her goals for this 
term. 

She managed to fit in a lot. 

Her campaign was unique. 


Roem, a Democrat from 
Manassas, is Virginia’s first 
openly transgender lawmak- 
er, not that she mentioned it 
much during the campaign. 
She beat Bob Marshall, one 
of the state’s most conserva- 
tive delegates, who had spon- 
sored a bathroom bill aimed 
at transgendered people in 
Virginia. 

Roem won with 54 percent 
of the vote. Throughout the 
campaign, Marshall, who 


See LAWMAKER, PAGE 8 


9 Navy officers to be charged 
with negligent homicide 


Ships were involved 

last year in collisions 
that killed 17 sailors 
By Robert Burns 


and Lolita C. Baldor 
The Associated Press 


Five officers involved in 
two Navy ship collisions last 
year that killed a total of 17 
sailors are being charged 
with negligent homicide, the 
Navy said Tuesday. 

A Navy spokesman, Capt. 
Greg Hicks, said the charg- 
es, which also include dere- 
liction of duty and endanger- 
ing a ship, will be presented 
to an Article 32 hearing to 


determine whether the ac- 
cused are taken to trial ina 
court-martial. 

The disciplinary actions 
were decided by Adm. Frank 
Caldwell and are the lat- 
est in a series of moves the 
Navy has made in the af- 
termath of the deadly col- 
lisions, which investigators 
concluded were avoidable. 
It fired several top leaders, 
including the commander 
of the 7th Fleet, Vice Adm. 
Joseph Aucoin; and several 
other senior commanders in 
the Pacific. 

The Navy has been reeling 
from tough questions aris- 
ing from the two collisions. 


See COLLISIONS, PAGE 11 


VIRGINIA BEACH 
CONVENTION CENTER 


JAN. 19-21 


It’s bigger and 
better than ever. 


TidewaterVARVshow.com 
Shop hundreds of RV’s in one place! View a variety of Motorhomes, Travel 
Trailers, and 5th Wheels. Special Event pricing and financing options. 
Campgrounds, resorts, golf carts, motorcycles and much more.... 


ADMISSION: 
$10 - Adult 
$5 - Children 


REGULAR 1 
ADMISSION ı 


HOURS: 

Friday, Jan.19 12-8 
Saturday, Jan. 20 10-8 
Sunday, Jan. 21 11-5 
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